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Dear Senators and Representatives, 

The National Wildlife Federation and the undersigned affiliated organizations write to encourage your co-sponsorship of 
the Chronic Wasting Disease Management Act (H.R.1550, S.689), sponsored by Representatives Ron Kind and Jim 
Sensenbrenner, and Senator Jon Tester.  We also encourage your support for the Chronic Wasting Disease Transmission 
in Cervidae Study Act (H.R.837, S.382), sponsored by Representative Ralph Abraham and Senator John Barrasso. Chronic 
Wasting Disease (CWD), an always fatal neurological disease found in captive and wild members of the deer family, and 
has the potential to devastate deer, elk and moose herds across the country.  Cervids (members of the deer family) 
affected by the disease exhibit a loss of body condition and changes in behavior, including a lack of fear when 
approached. The animals eventually “waste” away and succumb to the disease.  Recent research shows deer in states 
like Wyoming are already showing negative population level effects due to CWD, while other states like Wisconsin are 
facing yearly increases in prevalence of the disease within their free ranging herds. 

The crisis posed by CWD is even larger than its potential biological impacts. Since its discovery in Colorado in 1967, CWD 
has exerted a heavy toll on state agencies, hunters, and residents across the country and internationally.  After 
identifying CWD in 2002, the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources has spent well over $50 million battling the 
disease.  Following the importation of a CWD positive elk from the United States and the escape of the disease into free 
ranging elk herds, Canada was forced to spend over C$30 million in response1.  In Tennessee where CWD was recently 
discovered, researchers estimate the total negative economic impact of CWD at $98 million (plus 1,459 jobs)2. Economic 
costs are even greater, with some landowners seeing their land values plummet following a positive diagnosis of CWD in 
their region as documented by Missouri land brokers.   

Expansion of the disease within the United States is also increasing the threat of a conservation crisis. Hunting is the 
foundation of conservation funding in many states through license sale revenues and excise taxes on deer hunting 
equipment.  Hunting is also the lifeblood for many local communities, providing direct and indirect revenue. However, 
with CWD on the landscape, hunters may be less willing to take to the fields because of uncertainty regarding the safety 
of the harvested venison, or may be deterred by reduced deer densities.  State natural resource departments face the 
potential of reduced license sales and skyrocketing costs associated with battling the disease. Further, loss of income 
due to fewer hunters can cripple local economies dependent on hunting season revenues from lodging, food, and fuel 
expenses.   

Many of the states our organizations represent have individual CWD plans and have employed various strategies to 
address CWD.  However, lack of adequate funding, research gaps, and a patchwork of authorities and oversight 
responsibilities have hamstrung many of the states’ abilities to control the spread of the disease and its detrimental 
impacts on the state’s free-ranging deer, elk, and moose. Further, many hunters today travel throughout the U.S. to 
pursue big game, heightening the risk of spreading CWD through movement of infected deer parts, and highlighting the 
need for resources for interstate coordination and communication on CWD education and carcass transport restrictions. 

Additional resources are needed to manage and prevent the spread of CWD within and between states, and provide the 
research needed to effectively fight the disease.  H.R.1550 and S.689 authorize funding to state and tribal agencies to 
develop and implement strategies to effectively manage the disease and combat its spread.  The acts will also fund 
much-needed applied research into the most effective methods to detect CWD and halt the spread of the disease. 

Summary of the Chronic Wasting Disease Management and Support for States Acts: 

 The bills authorize critical funding to state and tribal agencies responsible for wildlife management to implement 
management strategies to address CWD. 

o Funding will be allocated by the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
o The bills ensure that the money goes directly to states to implement strategies that work for their state. 

                                                             
1 More information about CWD can be found by contacting the Chronic Wasting Disease Alliance at www.cwd-info.org  

2 Menard, J. Projected Economic Impacts of a Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) Outbreak in Tennessee. Retrieved January 23, 2018, 
from http://web.utk.edu/~aimag/pubs/CWD.pdf  
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o Priority for funding will be based on the relative scope of CWD incidence in a given state, previous 
commitment to combating CWD from the state, and instances of CWD outbreaks that require rapid 
response. 

o The bills create a rapid response fund to support state and tribal efforts to control the spread of chronic 
wasting disease upon detection. 

 USDA is directed to make grants to expand and accelerate applied research on CWD. 
o Research areas include methods and products to detect infected animals, sustainable harvest 

management practices, and factors contributing to local emergence of CWD. 

 USDA and the Department of Interior are directed to work cooperatively with the states on federal public lands 
to conduct research and implement state CWD response plans. 

 Both bills authorize $20 million to states and $5 million to tribes to develop and implement management 
strategies to address CWD, and $10 million for the rapid response fund. 

 H.R. 1550 authorizes $10 million for applied research; S. 689 authorizes $25 million. 
 

NWF also supports the Chronic Wasting Disease Transmission in Cervidae Study Act (H.R.837; S.382). This bill authorizes a 
special resource study by the National Academy of Science into the predominant pathways and mechanisms for the 
transmission of CWD in wild, captive, and farmed populations of cervids in the United States. The results of this research 
will help inform actions by states, tribes, and federal agencies to combat CWD. 

The national implications for CWD and its continued spread are dire.  Outdoor economies, local communities, state 
wildlife management funding, and our outdoor heritage depend on healthy wild deer, elk, and moose herds.  Continued 
partnership between the federal government, state agencies, research facilities/universities, and conservation partners 
is critical as we look for answers in our fight against the spread of CWD. We urge co-sponsorship and passage of the 
Chronic Wasting Disease Management Act and the CWD Transmission Act. 

Sincerely, 
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