
April 2, 2019 

 

Dear Representative, 

On behalf of our millions of members, we are writing to endorse the numerous bills introduced 

in the U.S. House of Representatives thus far in the 116th Congress that would protect thousands 

of miles of coastlines, local communities, national parks and public lands, and marine wildlife 

from dangerous oil and gas exploration, leasing and drilling activities. We encourage you to 

stand in opposition to expanded offshore drilling and to cosponsor these bills.  

Despite widespread opposition from coastal communities, municipalities, and Members of 

Congress, the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) is preparing the 2019-2024 

National Outer OCS Oil and Gas Leasing Program to potentially open previously excluded 

planning areas in federal waters to oil and gas drilling. It would replace the current 2017-2022 

Program that was established after years of public input and study. The new plan could subject 

coastal communities to the ecological and economic devastation of seismic testing and oil spills 

like the 2004 Taylor Energy and 2010 British Petroleum Deepwater Horizon disasters that 

continue to harm America’s shores. 

Offshore oil and gas activities include high-intensity seismic surveys that consist of loud blasts 

of compressed air being shot through the water every 10 seconds, exploratory drilling operations, 

and increased ship traffic, followed by the construction of drilling platforms, offshore and 

onshore pipelines, and other support infrastructure. These activities are harmful to ocean wildlife 

and coastal communities that rely on healthy ocean ecosystems to support tourism, fishing, and 

recreation.  

The North Atlantic right whale, one of the most endangered marine mammal species in the 

world, is of particular concern as its only known calving grounds are located in coastal and 

offshore waters from the Carolinas through northern Florida. Experts say seismic airgun blasting 

for oil and gas exploration may well represent a tipping point for the survival of this critically 

endangered whale. 

To date, more than 340 municipalities across the U.S. have passed resolutions opposing offshore 

seismic exploration and/or oil and gas drilling. On-the-ground opposition to offshore drilling and 

seismic testing is strong and growing. In response to major concerns over the social, economic, 

and ecological consequences of offshore drilling, members from both political parties of the 

116th Congress have introduced legislation to halt the expansion of drilling. 

The following lists current bills in order of introduction:  

• “Protecting and Securing Florida’s Coastline Act of 2019” (H.R. 205) would make permanent 

the current moratorium, expiring in June 2022, on offshore oil and gas activities in the Eastern 

Gulf of Mexico. Introduced by Representative Rooney (R-FL) and Representative Castor (D-FL) 



• “California Clean Coast Act 2019” (H.R. 279) would place a permanent ban on oil and gas 

leasing in federal waters off California to protect the coastal environment and local economies 

from devastating oil spills. Introduced by Representative Carbajal (D-CA) 

• “Florida Coastal Protection Act of 2019” (H.R. 286) would permanently prohibit oil and gas 

drilling off Florida’s coast. Introduced by Representative Castor (D-FL) and Representative 

Rooney (R-FL) 

• “New England Coastal Protection Act of 2019” (H.R. 287) would protect Connecticut, Maine, 

Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Rhode Island’s coasts and ocean-dependent coastal 

economies by placing a permanent ban on offshore drilling activities. Introduced by 

Representative Cicilline (D-RI) 

• “Coastal Economies Protection Act of 2019” (H.R. 291) would place a ten-year moratorium on 

oil and gas leasing and drilling activities in the offshore planning areas in the Atlantic, Straits of 

Florida, and Eastern Gulf of Mexico. Introduced by Rep. Cunningham (D-SC) and 

Representative Rooney (R-FL) 

• “Stop Arctic Ocean Drilling Act of 2019” (H.R. 309) applies to the Arctic Ocean Planning 

Areas (Beaufort and Chukchi Seas) in preventing new, or the renewal of, leases for the 

exploration, development, or production of oil and gas activities. Introduced by Representative 

Huffman (D-CA) 

• “West Coast Ocean Protection Act of 2019” (H.R. 310) prohibits new oil and gas leasing off 

the coast of California, Oregon, and Washington. Introduced by Representative Huffman (D-CA) 

• “Defend our Coast Act of 2019” (H.R. 337) protects the mid-Atlantic region, including 

Delaware, Maryland, North Carolina, and Virginia, from the issuance of offshore oil and gas 

exploration, development, and production leases by the Department of the Interior. Introduced by 

Representative McEachin (D-VA) and the late Representative Jones (R-NC) 

• “Clean Ocean and Safe Tourism (COAST) Anti-Drilling Act of 2019” (H.R. 341) protects the 

Atlantic Coast, Straits of Florida, and Eastern Gulf of Mexico by prohibiting the Administration 

from issuing a lease or any other authorization for the exploration, development or production of 

oil or gas. Introduced by Representative Pallone (D-NJ) 

• “Atlantic Coastal Economies Protection Act” (H.R. 1149) would prohibit the Department of the 

Interior from issuing permits to five companies for geological and geophysical exploration 

activities for oil and gas off the Atlantic Coast. Introduced by Representative Van Drew (D-NJ) 

and Representative Rutherford (R-FL) 

• “Atlantic Seismic Airgun Protection Act” (H.R. 1606) would prohibit oil, gas, and methane 

hydrate-related seismic activities in the North Atlantic, Mid-Atlantic, South Atlantic, and Straits 

of Florida. Introduced by Representative Beyer (D-VA) and Representative Smith (R-NJ) 

• “Coastal and Marine Economies Protection Act” (H.R. 1941) would place a permanent 

moratorium on offshore oil and gas leasing in the Atlantic, Straits of Florida, and Pacific. 



Introduced by Representative Joe Cunningham (D-SC) and Representative Francis Rooney (R-

FL) 

The consequences of harmful seismic exploration for oil and offshore drilling have no 

boundaries. Oil spills devastate economies along the entire coast by drastically decreasing 

revenue from tourism, recreation, and seafood industries while requiring immense levels of 

funding to attempt to clean up oil, debris, affected wildlife, and shorelines. Additionally, daily oil 

rig operations and resource development emissions would serve to exacerbate deteriorating 

environmental conditions caused by stressors such as climate change, ocean acidification, 

biodiversity loss, and coastal erosion. 

The bipartisan nature of these bills reflects the fight to prevent the expansion of dirty and 

dangerous offshore drilling. We urge you to join the growing congressional opposition to 

offshore drilling and seismic airgun testing by cosponsoring the aforementioned bills as well as 

any future bills opposing offshore drilling. Doing so sends a strong message to your colleagues 

and the administration that the health of marine ecosystems and strength of coastal economies far 

outweigh the reckless plan for our coasts. 

 

Sincerely, 

Oceana 

350 Pensacola 

Alaska Wilderness Action 

Alaska's Big Village Network 

American Littoral Society 

Animal Welfare Institute 

Business Alliance for Protecting the Atlantic Coast (BAPAC) 

Blue Frontier 

Citizens Campaign for the Environment 

Clean Ocean Action 

Clean Water Action 

Climate Law & Policy Project 

Coastal Carolina Riverwatch 

Coastwalk/California Coastal Trail Association (CCTA) 

Crystal Coast Waterkeeper 



Defenders of Wildlife 

Delaware Electric Vehicle Association 

Delaware Interfaith Power & Light 

Democratic Environmental Caucus of St. Johns County 

Dogwood Alliance 

Don’t Drill Lowcountry 

Earthjustice 

Endangered Species Coalition 

Environment North Carolina 

Environmental Defense Center 

Fishing Oceanography, Inc. 

Florida Wildlife Federation, Inc. 

Friends of the Earth 

Georgia Interfaith Power and Light 

Glynn Environmental Coalition 

Greenpeace US 

Group for the East End 

Healthy Gulf 

Hip Hop Caucus 

Inland Ocean Coalition 

International Marine Mammal Project of Earth Island Institute 

League of Conservation Voters 

Marine Conservation Institute 

Mid Atlantic Solar Energy Society 

National Parks Conservation Association 

Natural Resources Defense Council 

NC Council of Churches 

NC Interfaith Power & Light 



North Carolina League of Conservation Voters 

North Carolina Conservation Network 

Northern Alaska Environmental Center 

NY4WHALES 

Ocean Conservation Research 

Ogeechee Riverkeeper 

Operation SPLASH 

Ponte Vedra Beaches Coalition 

Progress Florida 

S.C. Coastal Conservation League 

Sanctuary Education Advisory Specialists SEAS LLC 

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation 

Savannah Chatham Sustainability Coalition 

Save Our Sea NC 

Save Our Shores 

Save the Manatee Club 

Sierra Club 

Stop Offshore Drilling in the Atlantic (SODA) 

South Carolina Wildlife Federation 

Southern Environmental Law Center 

Surfrider Foundation 

Surfrider Foundation Charleston Chapter 

Surfrider Foundation Miami Chapter 

The Dolphin Project 

Town of Fenwick Island, Delaware 

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of St Augustine 

Whale and Dolphin Conservation 

White Oak-New Riverkeeper Alliance 


